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With a String to It. roling large tracts of mineral lands will| cept 1o the attempt to create devices to! Ex Marshal MoCuno, who lately re- |expensive wedding gifts, she and her
il doubtless be eatered an agricultural and | demonstrate more economically principles | signad i« position as head of the police | hushand were in much perturbation about

It was a southern stutesman who once
upon & time became eo overcome by the
divine affistos, or some other affiatos of
anclent vintage, that be stopped in the
middle of & speech opon the floor of con-
gress, and said: *‘Misier Hpeaker, where
am I at?' He excited s great desl of
comment at the lime, as & man in doubt
a8 to what he was doing; bot, alss, there
are others. The present secretary of the
interior department, Mr. Blise, seems to
be dehghtlully unconscions as to where
he shounld begin and leave off in the mat.
ter of decisions affecting the miveral io- I
terests of the west. His decisions being |
the interpretation of law have all the
force and effect of law. Practically Mr.
Blise is & jodicial body, sittiog 1n jodg
ment oyer the subordinate twigs on his
branch ol the government. While some
of the decisions emansting from Mr,|
Blisa are very wholesome, snod doubtless |
all are mude in good faith, oceamonally
it seems to us he virtvally annuls the
operation of law.

Congress passed a law proviging for
the appointment ol mineral land com:
minsioners to clessily the lands within
the railway grants and delermine their
character. Alfter sll the expense inci-
dent to the work ol such commissioners,
it would appear from a recent holding
by the department that they are acting
merely in an advisory capacity. In
otber words, they go about the country
goessing what the land fs, leaving it to
be determined by those who contest lor
its title the actoal determination of its
character. Toe secretary says:

“By the sixth sectlon of the act, the
classification when no protest is filed
against the same, and when approved
by the secretary of the interior, becomes
final, and a tract returned as mineral,
which retarn becomes Boal, is forever
excepted from the grant. Bat it does
not prevent other disposition ol the land
wheo retarned sa mineral should wpon
subsequent investigation prove the tructs
to be non-mineral in character and an
eniryman making entry of such isnd an-
der the mineral laws shoold establish the
mineral character the same 48 though
sach classification had not been made.”

If this ruling is sapplemented by an-
other, which may come in due time, to
the effect that lands set apart as mineral
by the commissioners, and subsequently
claimed as agricaltoral, will be definitely
enlered upon the government records as
soch onless Lheir mineral character is
determined within a certain time from
the filiog of the agricultaral claim, the
work of the commissioners will be de-
stroyed and the law under which they
operate become s farce. The law was
passed for the expressed purpose of pre-
venting mineral lands from being classed
as agricultaral, to the end that patents
might not he secured 1o lands within the
raiiway grants that were exemp! under
the conditions of the grant. Bat the
raling of the secretary says that lands
returned as mineral by the commission
éra can at any time “upon snbseqoent in-
vestigation”” be eotered a8 agricultoral
and their mineral character must be
established ‘‘the same as though sach
classification bad not been made.” Un-
der this roling any of the classified win-
eral lsods within the grant can be en-
tered ae agricultural and go to patent if
their mineral character is not determined,
which determination can only be made
by prospecting and finding ore bearing
veins. In other words, our classified
mineral finds are exempt from the grant
only when sctaally proven to be mineral
in eash nab division throangh the discov-
ery of minerals thereon, and are subject

to agricultaral competition at any time
prior to the securing ol s patent. Of
what use, then, is the classification made |
by the commissioners? Of what benefit |
in the law providing for this classification 7 |
Why not permit esch man to doumnln-‘
for bimeelfl the character of the land op. |
on which he is prospecting, subject to the
action of the courts? .‘

The ruliog of the recretary opens the |
door to endlesa litigation, for the man
who prospects upon lands chesified as|
mineral by the commissioners has no
protection from the man who thinks he
can utiliza the top-soll for turnips, until |
the actoal discovery of ore. Under this'

patented as such in defanlt of sctoal
prool as to their mineral character. In
this way the aims and objects of the Jaw
eresting the mineral lund comminsioners
becomes practically & dead letter, Oance
patentad as agricoltoral land the pros
pector is barred from securing it as min-
eral no matter how much ore he may
discover thereon, The owoer of such
“agrienltural’’ tracts will look after their
mineral wealth in doe time. Secretary
Bliss is demonstrating the necessity for
& cahinet department to look after the
miniog Industry, with a secretary who
will familiarize himsel! with the duties

‘ol his office and have the nerve snd

manhood to properly discharge them.—
Western Mining World,
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Arizona’s Mining Industry.

Mining, while it has been the chiel
fuctor in Arizona’s prosperily, has re-
ceived little if any, aid trom other sources.
The prospector has been the avaol cour-
ler of civilization in the west, and sall oth.
er Iodustries have followed in the wake
of mining and fattened upon it. Railroads

‘are mere adjuncts to those resources of

the conntry throngh which they are hailt,
and aside from mining there has been
little to warant their constroction in
Arizgona. Furthermore, there is not an
agricoltural community in the territory
that could survive without the support
ol the mining districts, which are their
chief markets; and looking more closely
into Arizona’s industrisl life we find that
merchandizing and the trades, and even
the professions, wait upon the prosperity
of the mining industry. When we con-
sider these [acts we can beiter onderstand
how it was that Arizopa escaped the
finuncial and indostrial paralysis which
for the past several years afTected so dis-
astrously almost every portion of the
Union. It is not slone profitable to in-
dulge in retrospection for the sslislaction
which comes from recounting the pro.
gress made in past vears in the mining
induetry in Arizgons. The record if care-
fully studied will be found te contain also
much that is instractive, will revesl the
canses of failure and show how they may
be avoided in the future, and indicate
through what channels, or by what
ugencies, greater progress may be
achieved.

Arigona is practically an unexplored
fisld for mining operations, and its great
wealth of minerals and the possibility of
their profitable conversion is realized by
few even of those who are engaged In
mining in the lerritory today. It s the
last great division of the United Btates,
possessing important mineral resources
that remains undeyeloped, and capital is
begioning to appreciste the [act that it
offers the most promlsing field for invest.
ment. Doriog the past iwo years there
was more inguiry lor mines in Arizoom
thmo io any five years previous, and the
invertors were largely seasoned mining
men, and companies possessing ample
capital, operating in other sections of the
West, and who iovested in Arizona after
careful investigation of her mineral re-
sources, convinced that this territory
wonld ere many years be the scens of
great activity and prosperity in this es-
pecial feld.

The expansion of mining in Arizona
must of necessity be graduoal, for the rea-
son chiefly that the territory is deficient
in railroads, and especially in competi-
tive lines, which alone will insure reas-
onable freight rates and cost of supplies,
which in many districts, and for all but
the highest grades of ores, are now pro-
hibitive, The investment of millions of
dollars sonually in pew enterprises, and
the discovery and development of great
mines will stimolate railroad construe-
tion, which will insure Arizona’s growth
and prosperity —Silver Belt.
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A man named Vietor Bob, who writes
from Cripple Creek, says be has been in
the milling business for twenly years,
declares that no new processes [or treat-
ing ores are peeded. That a proper com-
bination of existing processes ie all that
ia needed. In making this statement he
gives his whole case away. It is admit-
ted by all well informed metallargste
that there is and has been nothing new
in the treatment of ores at any lime ex-

dating back to the foundation of the
world. Tha discovery of these principles
has been gradoal and partial, extending
over & period of more thun a centory.
It is in the economical upplieation of fun:
damental principlea that the difference
between so-called new processes exists,
There is abwolutely no lmiting the efforts
af the intelligent scientific investigator,
The man who has had a glimpee into
oecull lasvs can never be satiefled with
superficial or partial triomphs in their
applieation, Edison and his young son,
Tesla and a host of others demonstrate
this thirat for achivement slong the line
of what is usually considered impossible,
When, therelors, a wan calmly an
nounces at this crode stage of develop.
ment that the science of metallurgy is
complete and no more progress along
these lines is desirable he wsimply de
clarea himself a moesback and a man too
narrow to do anything more than 1ollow
in the veaten track made by the hun.
dreda of partial investigators who have
preceded him. Troly the milleninm must
be near when the unnouncement is made
that man has attained perfection in any
given line of research, Next thing Mr.
Bob will be wanting experiments stopped
along electrical lines and advocating the
incarceration of Edison and his gang of
contederates, who are all the time trying
to disturb the pesce and quiet of this
sleepy generation by their perpetnal new
discoveries — Record.

No more important item ol news has
besn publithed recently than the an-
nouncement by the New York Herald,
from its correspondent at Muanagoa, that
the United States Niearagoa canal com-
mission had cabled to Washiogton the
unanimous opinion that the canal is
practicable and can be built for less than
three quarters ol the original estimate.
They calculate that from four and & half
to six and a hall years will be required
to build it. The Maritime Canal com-
pany, anlicipsting a f[avorable report
from the commission as to the feasibility
of the project, and ot subsequent. [avor-
able action by congress, is reported to
have men on the gronnd prepared to be
gin the work of coustruction immediately.
There in always more or less gness work
in estimating the cost snd time required
for the construction of such a vast enter-
prise, and it may be that the report is
over sanguine, bul it is neyertheless en-
couraging to the early commencement of
work on this great waterway which has
bean the dream of engineera and of na-
tions for almost a century. The import.
ance of a capal across the isthmos, built
under American auspices, can scarcely
be overestimated for the dgvelopment of
United States commerce, and especially
for the protection of our vast interests on
the Pacific conet —Silver Belt.

A Decision Affecting Life Insurance.

The Unitad States Sapreme Court has
decided that the heirs of « person who
commits saicide whean sound in mind,
cannot collect on the insurance policy on
hia life. Just pravious to his death
William W. Rook of Philadelphia in-
creased Lhe insarance on his life by 200,-
0008, making an aggregate insurance of
500,0008, He wrote a letter the day be-
fora his death, saying he intended to kill
himsalf, 8o that his lile insurance money
conld be deyoted to the payment of his
debts, In deciding the suit bronght to
recover a part of the money Justice Har-
lan said that when ao insorance com-
pany eotered into a contract to insure a
man's life neithar party to the contract
could be supposed to hays suicide in con-
templation, and it was not intended in
entering into such a contract that the lle
of the person insured shonld be at the
option of either of the parties.

No Gold Legislation.

It is uselesa to attempt to minimize the |-

sigoificance of the vote taken in the sen-
ate yesterday on the Teller resolution.
1t means that the appsr house of con-
gress, as at present constituted, will not
enact financial legislation on the lines of
the Republican platform and in accord-
ance with the well-known wish of Pres-
ident McKinley.—San Diego Union.

depariment of the city of Helena, was io
Batte Monday., Ha recently retorned
from Jauean and talks interestingly of
the north s took his family with him
to that Alaska town, bat unable to find
guarters in that overcrowded harg where
he could go to housekeeping, was com-
pelled to return to Helans. Daring the
waek he spent in  Junesn the son did not
shine, rain or snow lalling every dav.
A draarler place wouid be hard to imag-
ine. Mr. Mc:Cunn is emphatic in the
statement that that country is no place
for women and children. BSkaguay s
worse than Junean. The water that sup-
plies the shallow wells in that town seeps
dowa from the trail that is covered with
dead horses. The desth rate is learful
and promises to become worse 48 warm
weather comes. He believes the stories
of wealth are vastly exaggerated in the
intereats of the transportation companies,
although some proapectors have scored
greal successes and return rich. He con-
templates retarning to Alaska withoat
his lamily, prepared to endure the hard-
ships of that incomparably toogh eh.
mate, on the theory that he does not
wish to abandon an enterprise once nun-
dertaken. Few men are better equipped
mentally and physieslly for an intelligent
search lor the golden fleecw than Mr,
McCann, His sterling integrity of char-
acter, great energy and good jodgment
will insare him soccess if it lies withio
the possibilities of life,

lo relerring to Batte the Balt Lake
Tribune says: Batte, *the greatest min-
ing camp on earth,” has pever known &
day in all ita history when ita output of
mine.al wealth was greater or when
more men fonnd locrative employment
inits mines and :melters. A boilding
boom has overtaken Montaona's metrop
olis, and it has grown materially and
permanently, Batte mine owners have
been, to mix the metaphor a trifle, " mak-
ing hay while the sun shines.” *“The
price ol copper ia comparatively high,”
said & mine owner the other day,” and
while the demand for 1t is increasing, we
live in an nge when one of two things
may happen withio a few years, sither a
substitute for copper in electrical ma-
chinery or & method of ge'ting along
without it may be discovered that will
glat the markets of the world. Mind yon,
I don’t say that will happen, bat thers is
jast enongh possibility of either to make
the mining men feel like getting thelr
assets into the market as (ast as possible.”
The next few years will see the output of
copper increase rapidly. There will be
no pause in the operations of that natore
in years to come

There is a large moiety of trath in the
following from our Yuma exchange:

“The Sun is pained to notice the an-
tipathy manifeated hy a few of our con
temporaries toward questions of vital im-
portance to the pablic, especially when
these questions do not emanate from
their mchool of politics. We are suffic-
iently hampered by mossbackism, and
il » portion ol the press persist in perpet-
aating sordid motives which are a check
to progress, Arizona will not move on-
ward and uvpward as our more liberal
minded men would haveit. The press
of Arizona has a great mission to per-
form, bat when it fails to advocate meas-
ares lor the public weal and stabs indis-
criminately st everything that boba up,
it were batter that it never existed.”

A bride of a year was receatly heard
to say that ten of her acquaintances were
to be married before Christmas, and that
as the parents of all of them had sent her

the customary réturn. There is food for
reflection in her comment that as they
lived in s small rented boose and kept
bat one seryant, their valnable silver was
still atored io the vault where it had been
placed at thelr marriage; that althongh
the pifts represented over 53,0008, the
young hoshand had to stroggle for their
livelibood; and that the most modest

]pruuu they could select for their ten

friends would take his whole month's
salary.

Youog men, there is one thing you
eannot do. Yon ennnot make a success
of life unless you work. Oider men than
¥ u have tried it and [alled, says an ex-
change, You cannot loal aronnd the
sireet corner, smoke, tell stories, and
#pongs on some one else without making
a [ailure in life. You must learn a trade
or get into some honest business. If yoo
don’t you will become a chronie loafer
and there is no place in the world for
loafers. The ripe fruit 18 at the top of
the tree and you mast climb if you get it,
or some smart man will plock it from
you Do something, no matter how
small or how low the wages, it will be a
atarter, Help yoursell and others will
help you. There is no roysl road to sue-
cess; will, grit and endurance are the
qualities which lead to it.

Representative Richardson, of Tenn.,
stirred up the republican menageria in
the Honse by repeating the minstrel end
mun’s joke about the only two things he
aver saw that were exactly alike—the
Cleveland panic and the McKinley boom ;
and when the republicans atarted in to
talk “prosperity,” they were asked why
that ““prosperity’ had brooght on a strike
of 125,000 cotton mill operatives in New
Eogland, and made gnite a mess of their
attempts to explaln that unuvsval scoom -
paniment of “‘prosperity.” (Grosvenor,
of Ohio, got himsell so tied up that he
songht to escape by a bit of personal
blackguardism—calling Greene, of Ne-
braska, s back-woodsman.

Prof. Gates, of the Smithsonian insti-
tute, at Washington, alter yeare of scien-
tifle investigation, declares that science
will put an end to all erime. This is the
ealm jodgment of the deeply learned
man who has devoted his life to research.
He announces, not as a possibility, bot
a8 a fact, that the murder |n a man's
brain can be removed by the surgeon’s
knife. If the diseased part can be del-
initely placed it can be either cut out
altogether or treated so as to become
beaithy, when the yictim becomes &
normal man.—Sentinel,

Rich ana are the gold mines of the Rand
district in SBoath Africa, it s steted by &
correspondent that it is costing about as
much to get out the metal as it is worth,
and 100 mines must close down very
#00n, a8 they can not be operated ata
profit. There were 183 mines in opera-
tion last year in the district, and several
of these baye sines been closed, The big
paying properties nomber little more

than a dozen,
————— o

The politest man on earth bas been
found, s gentleman of Louisville, Ky.,
who, meditating snicide, went around
personally and invited his friends to at-
tend his funeral, They accepted, not be-
lieving him to be in sarnest, but when
& Kentocky gentleman passes hia word
you don’t need any writing, and the
prospective corpse went home and made
an end of himsell. His funeral was a
suCCess,
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